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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
(IR)
IR 155. Comparative Politics. (4 Credits)
An introduction to the comparative analysis of the political systems of
countries around the world. The course will examine the role of political
institutions, political participation, and economics in shaping societies.
Tags: GP, SI
IR 175. International Politics. (4 Credits)
An introduction to the politics among states. Themes emphasized
include: international security, diplomacy, conflict resolution and war,
human rights, international law and organization, and global political
economy.
Tags: SI
IR 301. Topics in International Politics. (2 Credits)
Selected topics, designed to give added breadth and depth to the
understanding of international politics.
IR 302. Topics in International Politics. (4 Credits)
Selected topics, designed to give added breadth and depth to the
understanding of international politics.
IR 312. Islam & Politics. (4 Credits)
This seminar course focuses on central Islamic concepts relating to
politics and the role of Islam in political movements and individual
political action.
IR 315. Politics of Global Development. (4 Credits)
This course examines the nature and processes of economic
development and political change in less developed countries. Emphasis
is given to comparing the political economy of good governance.
IR 318. Environmental Politics. (4 Credits)
Contemporary environmental challenges suggest fundamental problems
of nature-society relations through socio-physical phenomena such
as acid rain, urban air pollution, deforestation, rabid desertiﬁcation,
high rates of extinction, and the prospect of global warming, as well as
mounting inequality in threats to human wellbeing generated by these
issues. This course engages various perspectives on the politics of these
issues, equipping students to 1) understand the ways in which scholars
and activists think about environmental challenges, 2) critically engage
such perspectives, and 3)apply such perspectives to the changing
landscape of environmental issues. Course offered occasionally.
IR 321. Islam in the Contemporary World. (4 Credits)
The course will expose the student to the Islamic religion including
its various beliefs, sects and practices. The course also surveys the
historical growth of the religion and its social and political dimensions
as well the roots and manifestation of Islamic extremism and its effect
on the modern Middle East. Students will also read primary sources of
Islam to include the Quran and be able to engage with it from a Christian
world view. Students will engage substantially, critically, and appreciate
the different ways Muslims identify themselves, their religion and culture.
Tags: GP
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IR 325. Justice Among the Nations. (4 Credits)
This course explores the moral questions occasioned by relationships
among and between nations: what are the justiﬁcations for (and limits
of) national sovereignty? Are there better (morally and practically)
alternatives? Should the material wealth of the modern global economy
be produced and distributed differently than it is now? When and how
may states (or other sorts of political authorities) use military force? How
can nations reconcile and act justly after mass atrocities? Course offered
occasionally.
IR 327. Ethics & Foreign Policy. (2 Credits)
An examination of the role of moral values in foreign policy, with special
emphasis on war, human rights, and foreign intervention. Prerequisite:
IR 175. Course offered occasionally.
IR 328. International Law. (2 Credits)
Analyzes the nature and role of law in the international community
through leading case studies.
IR 329. Forgiveness & Reconciliation. (2 Credits)
This class explores the potential role of forgiveness in confronting and
overcoming systemic regime crimes. The course emphasizes theory and
case studies and focuses on processes that foster political reconciliation.
IR 347. East Asian Politics. (4 Credits)
Why do democratic and authoritarian countries coexist as neighbors
in one of the world's densest trade networks? What explains the great
inequalities both within and between East Asian countries? We will
explore these questions in this course. We will examine the historical
development of East Asian states and their contemporary domestic and
international politics. In this course, we will investigate the three subregions of East Asia: Northeast Asia, China, and Southeast Asia. Finally,
contemporary problems of international relations will be discussed
ranging from nuclear weapons to island disputes to power transitions
away from American hegemony.
Tags: HP
IR 348. Middle East Politics. (4 Credits)
In this course, students will learn about and analyze the political cultures
and political conflicts of the Middle East.
Tags: GP, HP
IR 356. European Politics. (4 Credits)
A comparative assessment of the politics and government of selected
European nations.
IR 359. Forgiveness and Political Reconciliation. (4 Credits)
This class explores the potential role of forgiveness in confronting and
overcoming violence and conflict at the societal level, with particular
attention paid to processes and institutions that can foster political
reconciliation, seek justice, and promote positive peace. The course
emphasizes theories and theological considerations about what it means
to forgive, as well as case studies of peacebuilding and transitional
justice.
IR 361. Post-communist Politics. (4 Credits)
A comparison of the post-communist political development of a select
number of Central and East European states. Examination is given to
both the common "Leninist legacies" of communism and the great
diversity of political practice now found across the region. Special
emphasis is given to political institutions, European Union integration,
and select contemporary political issues. Course offered occasionally.
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IR 362. Urban Politics in a Global Age. (4 Credits)
This course examines the effects of globalization on major urban centers
in the world system, comparing and contrasting cities in North American,
Europe, Africa, and Asia. Students will study the economic, political,
and social impact, as well as responses of government and civil society.
Course offered occasionally.
IR 364. East Meets West. (4 Credits)
What is the “East”? What is the “West”? While both terms are recognizable
in our present geo-political moment, they have raised distinct—and
often conflicting—political, economic, and social images for centuries.
In this course, we will consider—from a distinctly Christian perspective
—how various actors across the globe contributed to this long and
storied past. Further, by looking at modern constructions of “East” and
“West”—particularly during moments of global encounter when prominent
thinkers, travelers, and writers were exposed to, and (re)imagined global
societies—we will collectively determine the degree to which we might
ﬁnd these framings persuasive (or not) as they bear on both Christian
faith/practice and on the world. Through dialogue and writing, students
will assess disparate articulations of “East” and “West” in the history of
political thought while also establishing their own scholarly and political
voices. In so doing, students will work out a nuanced view of global
politics as well as the history of global encounters, both within and
outside of the global church. Prerequisite: Recommended PSCI 145.
Tags: HP, VPA
IR 375. Globalization. (4 Credits)
What are the causes and consequences of globalization? Why do
citizens divide on their support and opposition to globalization? How
is globalization affect and affected by national politics, history, and
cultures? This course will examine the causes of globalization and
its effects upon states and citizens. Speciﬁcally, we will discuss
international trade, migration, growth, development and politics. Taught
in conjunction with the International Study Program summer travel
program. Course offered occasionally.
Tags: GP, SI
IR 378. U.S. Foreign Policy. (4 Credits)
An analysis of the processes and institutions involved in making U.S.
foreign policy. Emphasis given to understanding the development of
contemporary issues.
IR 379. International Political Economy. (4 Credits)
An analysis of the interaction of economics and politics at the
international level. Topics covered will include the origins and nature of
the World Bank, IMF and WTO, regionalization, trade policy, and the world
monetary system.
IR 494. Senior Seminar. (2 Credits)
An analysis of the interrelationship of politics and the Christian faith,
focusing on vocational, conceptual, legal, and international public policy
issues. Senior majors only.
General Education: SHAR
IR 495. Independent Study. (2 to 4 Credits)
A guided individual reading and research problem. Junior and senior
majors, or discretion of professor.
IR 496. Internship. (4 Credits)
A series of programs designed for practical experience in professions
frequently chosen by International Relations majors, such as law,
government, and public service. Prerequisite: International Relations
major with junior or senior standing and a minimum of 16 credits in the
department.

IR 499. Honors Thesis. (4 Credits)
An independent research project requiring original research, developed in
a scholarly paper and culminating in an oral examination. By application
only. The honors thesis may not be counted toward the total hours to
complete the major.

